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Graffiti,
garbage and
vandallsm
are problems
along k&
stratches of |
the Kulshan
Creek Trall in
Mount
Vamon,

A bridgo along the Kulshan Creek Trali gets a fresh coul of paint from volunteers.

Stretch of area trail adopted by club

By VINCE RICHARDSON
Staff Writer L

MOUNT VERNON — Anita Ordofiez und
Jon Gerondale have seen the good, the bad
and the uply ulong the Kulshan Creek Trail.

Ordoflez, the director of multicultural stu-
dent services nt Skagit Valley Community Col-
lege, walks the trall to wurk.

Gerondale is the the Kulshon Crezk neigh-
borhaod resource officer for the Mount Ver-
non Police Department. The trail tuns alony-
sidde his office.

Both have wimessed the graffii, parbuge,
and {oiterers that make stretches of the trail
nat only unsightly bwt unfriendly.

“The Kulshun Creek walking trail between
North 26th Street and North 30th Street 1s
attractlve 1o criminn) activity,” Gerondale
explained. “It's a nice section of trail from un
environmental standpoint. It's really a protty
sectlon of the trall with the wetlands and
things. But from nn nesthatic stundpoint, walk-

ing down and sccing the graffit and the trush
1S not very nice."

“f walk that trail every day,” Ordoficz sald.
“1 noticed what was going on. There was plen-
1y that wasn't very good.”

Ordofiez and Gesoadule have joined (orces
to snake the trail more appealing to wolkers
and bikers,

The pair established an Adupt-A-Trall pro-
gram {or the section of the Kulshan Creok
Tiuil between North 26th Strect and North
30th Street The stretch of about 40) yards is
the first Adopt-A-Tril peagrmm in Mount
Vemon,

“1 know Jon by working with him through
ather programs.” Ordoez said. *When we
met to discuss the trail, we both could see that
something needed to he done. We jusi had 1o
adldress ow 1o go about It,”

‘Thut's when the iden of adopting u portion
of the trail was discussed

“1 hve a leadershilp clasy at the college and

presented it (o them,” Ordofez sald. “Esmer-
alda Rentzria thea took it on ns a project. That
was last spring.”

Renterin und Gurondale made o presenta-
Gon ta Calling All Colors, a club at Skagit Val-
ley Coltege. Ordofiez is ils faculty advisor

The club’s members stepped forwaid and
volunteered their time nm;) effort Lo adopt the
sectiun of uall.

Calling All Colars is made up of students
who wmﬁ 10 create a sense of belanging and
unity through divessity.

“Jon and Esmeralda presented a shide show
10 the club,” Ordoflez satd. “A lot of them hnd
fenrs about the trail. They'd heard rumuors
abant some al the things that had supposedly
hoppened aiung the trall. Jon gulckly dispeticd
those rumors "

Nonetheless. this portion of the trail has its
problems.
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Volunteers work to spruce up the borders along a stretch of the Kulshan Creek Trail.

Kulshan

Continued from Page C1

“Basically, this is a corridor,”
Gerondale said. “So there real-
ly is no legitimate use on either
side of the trail.

“Then in the middle of the
trail is this bridge,” he added.
“So that is where the kids hang
out and it’s right in the very
center of the trail. It's a nice
place to sit, they have 200 yards
in ¢ither direction to see if an
officer is coming. If they see an
officer, they can ditch whatever
they have or run into the wet-
lands and hide."”

What is left in (heir wake is
grafliti, garbage and damage to
the bridge. This vear, there
have been eight calls for police
service along the stretch.

“Right now, the bridge is
basically an open canvas for
graffiti,” Gerondale said. “They
tag it and we come back and
paint over it. There must be 25
coats of painl on that bridge.
But we can’t just stop, we have
to keep trying.”

The trail's borders consist of
overgrown thickets, which adds
to the problem. There's just a
lot of room to roam for thase
causing trouble.

“These illegitimate users on
the bridge leave a mess,”
Gerondale said. “Plus, if you
are a family walking down the
trail and you see a group of
these guys hanging out, Lhey
(the family members) are prob-
ably not going to continue on.
They are going to turn around.
The group may not be doing
anything illegal, but their pres-
ence is intimidating to a lot of
folks.”

By having the club adopt the
section of ICulshan Creek Trail,
Gerondale and Ordofiez hope
that others get involved.

“It’s grent to be able (o parl-
ner with the college,” Geron-
dale said. “It's really a win-win
for everyone. The end result we
are looking for is a change in
perception. We want people to
see a lot of legitimalte folks car-
ing for and using the trail. We
want to establish legitimate
ownership of the trail. rather

than gang ownership.”

The club has ventured out
onto the trail on two occasions.
The first cleanup occurred in
November, when 10 club mem-
bers participated. They
returned in Oclober with 18
volunteers.

Bags of gagbage were collect-
ed, the trail was swept, borders
were weeded and the graffiti
was painted over.

“It made a huge difference,”
Gerondale said. “I couldn't be
more pleased.”

The club will tuke the month
of December off and return in
January.

A definite step in the right
direction came when several
children from the neighbor-
hood joined in to lend a hand.
That’s the sorl of active feed-
back that Gerondale and
Ordofiez hope not only contin-
ues, bul increases.

“I've seen improvements,”
Ordoiiez said of the trail. *]
think that will continue,”

Gerondale hopes so.

“It is looking much better,”
he said. “Just a couple of hours
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u month can make all the differ-
ence. Hopefully, this is just the
beginning.”

Eventually, Calling All Col-
ors hopes to put up signs desig-
nating it as caretaker of this
stretch of trail.

The long-range goal is o
have different clubs, communi-
ty groups or service organiza-
tions adopt other sections of
the trail.

“I want to get more people
involved,” Ordofiez said. “We'll
talk to the welding or construc-
tion classes and maybe have
them construct u new bridge.
Things like that.

“What we want is lo make
the Kulshan Creek Trail a place
where people want to go.”

Those inlerested in joining
the Kulshan Creek Adopt-A-
Trail program can contact offi-
cer Gerondale at 360-336-6271
or by e-mail off the Web sile
www.geocities.com/kulshan-
creek.

{

B Vince Richardson can be
reached by phone at 360-416-
2181 or by e-mall at vrichard-
son@skagitvalleyherald.com




